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YOUõRE INVITED 

T he Great Downtown 
Pumpkin Festival was 

created in 2009 with the 
purpose of celebrating the 
arrival of fall and showcasing 
the colors of the season in 
downtown Rapid City. 
Organized by the Rapid City 
Downtown Association, the 
event aims to attract  both 
locals and regional visitors to 
the heart of our city for a full 

day of fall-inspired activities. 
The event showcases new 
developments downtown 
such as the newly-remodeled 
Dahl Arts Center, Kansas City 
Street and the Windsor Block 
renovations. 
 The  R ap id  C i t y 
Downtown Association is 
committed to support, 
encourage, advocate and 
preserve the vitality and 

aesthetic beauty of the 
downtown Rapid City 
business community. For 
more than four decades, 
RCDA has been leading the 
way for  downtown 
promotion. To learn more 
about RCDA, visit 
 www.downtownrapidcity.com. 

W elcome to the 
Pumpk in  Pos t ! 

Everything you need to know 
ŀōƻǳǘ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ wŀǇƛŘ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
2nd annual Great Downtown 
Pumpkin Festival is within 
these pages, plus additional 
information and fun facts 
about our celebrated orange 
vegetable and the harvest 
season. I, along with the 

Pumpkin Festival planning 
committee and the Rapid 
City Downtown Association, 
personally invite you 
downtown on Saturday, 
October 2 for this all-day, 
family-fr iendly event. 
Downtown will host a day 
packed full of a variety of 
activities and entertainment. 
In this edition of the Pumpkin 

tƻǎǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
awaits you and your family at 
the 2nd annual Great 
Downtown Pumpkin Festival. 
Mark your calendars and 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ Á 

 

By Matt Batchelder 
Committee Chairperson 

Batchelder Plummer Piano & Organ 

WELCOME TO THE 2ND EDITION OF THE PUMPKIN POST! 

THE VISION OF THE GREAT DOWNTOWN PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Saturday, October 2, 2010 

Located on 7th Street between St. Joseph & Quincy streets 

 

 8 a.m-12 p.m. ... Salvation Army Donation Drive  

  (Black Hills Community Bank: 840 Mt. Rushmore Rd) 

 9-10 a.m. .......... Pumpkin Catapult Challenge (Dakota Middle School Field) 

  ......................... Farmers Market Opens 

  ......................... Vendor Booths Open 

  ......................... Pumpkin Patch Opens 

 10 a.m. ............. Batchelder Plummer Piano & Organ Giant  

  Pumpkin Weigh Off 

  ......................... Lynn Jackson KIDZONE Opens 

  ......................... Freestyle Dog Demo (Dakota Middle School Field) 

 10 a.m.-4 p.m. .. Pumpkin Festival Quilt Show (Thimble Cottage Quilt Village) 

 11 a.m. ............. SDSM&T Homecoming Parade (Main, 7th & St. Joe) 

  ......................... Dachshund Races (Dakota Middle School Field) 

 12 p.m. ............. Oktoberfest Beverage Area Opens 

  ......................... RC Kennel Club Parade of Breeds (US Bank Stage) 

 12-4 p.m. .......... YƛŘΩǎ !ǊǘǎΣ /ǊŀŦǘǎ ϧ {ǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ (Rapid City Public Library) 

 12-10 p.m. ........ Americana Music Festival (Dahl Arts Center) 

 12:30 p.m. ........ Ugly Dog Contest (US Bank Stage) 

 1 p.m. ............... YƛŘΩǎ /ƻǎǘǳƳŜ tŀǊŀŘŜ ϧ 5ǊǳƳ [ƛƴŜ tŜǊŦƻǊƳǎ 

 . ........................ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ tǳƳǇƪƛƴΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ .ǊƻǿƴΗ Movie 

  (Elks Theatre: 1,2,3 &4 p.m. $1 Admission Donation) 

  ......................... Dog Agility Demo (Dakota Middle School Field) 

 .. ....................... Dog Obedience Demo (Dakota Middle School Field) 

 2 p.m. ............... Elvis Performs (US Bank Stage) 

  ......................... RC Drug Dog Demo (Dakota Middle School Field) 

 нΥол ǇΦƳΦΧΧΧΧ/ŀƴƛƴŜ DƻƻŘ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ ¢Ŝǎǘ (Dakota Middle School Field) 

 4-5 p.m. ............ Pure Form Dance Group Performance (US Bank Stage) 

 5-8 p.m. ............ Fat City Band Performs (US Bank Stage) 
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THE BASICS OF GROWING GIANT PUMPKINS 

W hat came first, the pumpkin or the seed? For me, it was a seed. 
In 2003, my son brought home a plastic glove with five different 

seeds, one in each fingertip. The pumpkin seed sprouted first. It was 
the biggest and grew the fastest. We were hooked. 

It took a few years before we were actually successful, but once 
we were, we started to think BIG! All giant pumpkin growers will tell 
you that it takes seed, sun and soil. To be successful at growing a 300+ 
pound pumpkin you must use an Atlantic Giant pumpkin seed, which is 
genetically capable of such size. The controlled pollination and genetic 
selection of these seeds led to a new world-record pumpkin of 1,725 
pounds in 2009. 

To grow a giant pumpkin, first start your seed indoors. Seeds 
should be placed in sterile seed starting mix . Once the seeds are up, 
the plants should be transferred to a one-gallon bucket to avoid 
becoming root bound. These seeds grow very fast and need room for 
the roots to develop freely. 

Once the plant has its first true leaf, it is time to get it in the 
ground. Atlantic Giant pumpkins need full sun and nutrient-rich soil to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ƘǳƎŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ  ŦŜŜŘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴΦ ²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ΨƘƻƻǇ 
ƘƻǳǎŜǎΩ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƻǎǘΦ  

As the plants begin to grow, the vines need to be covered with dirt 
to promote root growth. Once the plants are established, we use 
organic fish and seaweed fertilizer, organic calcium, humic acid, and 
compost tea to feed these giants on a rotating schedule. But no matter 
how much they are fed, they must have consistent water. 
Approximately 1,000 gallons of water is needed per week for three 
plants as they grow. 

By the end of June, the plants overflow the patch and tiny 
pumpkins begin to develop on the vines. The pumpkin with the best 
shape, location and growth is kept. All other fruits are removed to give 
the chosen pumpkin maximum growth potential. 

A giant pumpkin needs to be perpendicular to the vine, on an 
outside vine curve, and placed on sand or mill fabric to protect it from 
the moist dirt underneath. Giant pumpkins are not turned to maintain 
a round shape like carving pumpkins; the stem is too soft and will 
break easily. At peak growth, a giant pumpkin can gain 40 or more 
pounds a day. 

All of this work continues to take place in our pumpkin patch as we 
try to surpass our 2009 weigh-off results of 723 pounds. My son still 
holds the family record of 730 
pounds in 2007. Will his record 
stand or fall in 2010? Come 
and join us at the Great 
Downtown Pumpkin Weigh-off 
on October 2 at 10 a.m. to find 
out! Á 

 

By Lisa Evans, Pumpkin Grower 
www.bhgpg.com 

4 



 

PUMPKIN CATAPULT COMPETITION 

O n Saturday morning from 9 a.m. until 10:15 a.m., head to 
the Dakota Middle School football field for some flying 

fun! South Dakota School of 
aƛƴŜǎ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ /!at 
group  (Cen te r  f o r 
Manufacturing & Production) 
will be represented by 
multiple teams who all have 
created a special pumpkin 
catapulting creation. The 
teams will go head-to-head 
to see whose device is 
superior in regards to distance and accuracy in hitting the 
target. Come and see these squash soar! Á 

 

CHILDRENõS ACTIVITIES 

C alling all kids and kids-at-heart! Come to the KIDZONE at 
the Pumpkin Festival for a variety of activities. Sponsored 

by Lynn, Jackson, Schulz & Lebrun, P.C. and organized by First 
United Methodist 
Church, enjoy pumpkin 
crafts and playing with 
pumpkin-colored play 
dough while waiting in 
line for a turn in the 
jumping castle. Jump 
sessions in the castle 
will cost $1 as a 

ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Black Hills will also be offering face painting and balloon 
animals at their booth. 
 A bake sale will be set up adjacent to the KIDZONE as a 
ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘΩǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 
Bring the kids and join us at the Pumpkin Festival for tons of 
fun! Á 
 

FAT CITY TO PERFORM, 5-8 PM 

T he headliner for Saturday night on the US Bank Stage is 
local funk and soul band Fat City. Featuring a horn section 

ŀƴŘ  ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǾƻŎŀƭǎΣ ŎƻƳŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘΩǎ 
ǳǇōŜŀǘΣ ǎǿƛƴƎƛƴΩ ǘǳƴŜǎΦÁ 
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Visit www.downtownrapidcity.com for a 
full schedule of events. 

    25% Off Entire Purchase  

of $50 or more  

1 coupon per purchase. 

Not combined with any other coupons.  

Exp. 10/30/10  



 

PUMPKIN SEED BRITTLE RECIPE 

A lways looking for creative ideas for all those pumpkin seeds you dig out when 
carving pumpkins? Try this quick & easy recipe for Pumpkin Seed Brittle: 

   1 cup sugar 
   1/2 cup water 
   1/8 teaspoon fine sea salt 
   3/4 cup raw pumpkin seeds 
 Bring sugar, water, and sea salt to a boil in a heavy saucepan, stirring until sugar 
dissolves. Cook mixture without stirring, washing down any sugar crystals from side 
of pan with a pastry brush dipped in cold water, until syrup registers 238°F (soft-ball 
stage) on thermometer, about 10 to 12 minutes (sugar syrup will be colorless). 
Remove from heat and stir in seeds with a wooden spoon, then continue stirring 
until syrup crystallizes, about 3 to 4 minutes.  
 Return pan to moderate heat and cook, stirring constantly, until sugar melts 
completely and turns a deep caramel color, 4 to 5 minutes. Carefully pour hot 
caramel mixture onto parchment paper and cover with another sheet. Immediately 
roll out (between sheets of parchment) as thinly as possible with a rolling pin, 
pressing firmly. Remove top sheet of parchment and immediately cut brittle into 
pieces with a heavy knife or pizza wheel. Cool brittle completely, then peel paper 
from bottom. Enjoy! Á 

-Gourmet Magazine 
 

THANKS TO ALL PUMPKIN FESTIVAL SPONSORS 

W ithout the generous support and contribution from the following 
businesses, we could not bring the Great Downtown Pumpkin Festival to 

Downtown Rapid City. Thanks to the following sponsors: 

 

 Destination Rapid City         Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & LeBrun, P.C      
 Batchelder Plummer Piano & Organ      Mac Construction 
 US Bank       Windsor Block Shops 

  Again Books & Bazaar 
  Alex Johnson Mercantile 
  Black Hills Community Bank 
  Celtic Connection 
  Dahl Arts Center 
  Elks Theatre 
  First United Methodist Church 

OKTOBERFEST BEVERAGE GARDEN 

O pen from 12 to 8 p.m., you can enjoy a variety of fun, 
fall-inspired brews during the Pumpkin Festival at the 

Oktoberfest Beverage Garden. Located on 7th Street 
between St. Joseph and Kansas City streets, come down for 
a taste of the following specialty beers: 

 

HOPTOBER Golden Ale 

New Belgium Brewing Co., Fort Collins, CO 
Five hops and four malts make Hoptober Golden Ale a 
veritable cornucopia of the earth. Pale and wheat malt are 
mashed with rye and oats to create a medium-bodied ale 
with a creamy mouthfeel. Centennial, Cascade, Sterling, 
Willamette, and Glacier hops form a bonfire of citrus 
notes, fruity cheers and a bold finale. Seasonal: August, 
September, October. 6% ABV 

 

JACKõS PUMPKIN SPICE Ale 

Michelob Brewing Co., St. Louis, MO 
This fall seasonal all-malt ale is a subtle, well-balanced ale, 
copper in color, offering rich, full flavors and aromas of 
pumpkin and spices. It is brewed with golden delicious 
pumpkins and select seasonal spices, including nutmeg, 
ginger, cinnamon and clove. 5.5% ABV 

 

WIDMER OKTOBERFEST Ale 

Widmer Brothers Brewing, Portland, OR 
The full body and malty flavor make Widmer Oktoberfest 
an ideal beverage for the fall season. As the style dictates, 
the hopping is delicate enough to allow the malty 
character to dominate, yet still provides a floral aroma and 
finish. 5.5% ABV 
 

Other all-season national beers will also be available.Á 

Merle Norman Cosmetics 
Rapid City Kennel Club 
RDO Equipment 
Schmid Agency 
{ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ /ƻŦŦŜŜ 
TPA West 
 

107 St. Joseph St. ·  Rapid City, SD 57701  

Contact Peter Schmid · 605.343.0411/cell 605.431.0865  
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RAPID CITY KENNEL CLUB BRINGS RESPONSIBLE DOG 

OWNERSHIP DAY TO PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 

T he Pumpkin Festival is going to the dogs! The Rapid City 
Kennel Club is proud to participate in the Pumpkin Festival 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ YŜƴƴŜƭ /ƭǳōΩǎ уth annual Responsible 
Dog Ownership Day. Along with hundreds of events that will be 
held around the country to promote responsible dog ownership, 
the Kennel Club feels fortunate to partner with the Great 
Downtown Pumpkin Festival to celebrate the human-canine 
bond.  

Come to see, learn, and even take part at the Pumpkin 
Festival! Enter your Dachshund in the Dachshund races, see dog 
obedience demonstrations, meet different breeds, enter your dog 
in the ugly dog contest or watch the Rapid City K-9 dog 
demonstration. Stop by and visit with the many volunteers ready 
to answer your questions about responsible pet ownership. For 
more information on how you can participate, contact Toni (454-
5662) or Barb (388-3925). 

From its humble beginnings in 1961 with an inaugural Dog 
Show with just 250 entries, the Rapid City Kennel Club has grown 
to hosting four days of shows with over 1000 dogs entered. Every 
year during the third weekend in October, canines and their 
owners travel from surrounding states to show off at the 
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center.  

The Rapid City Kennel Club offers dog obedience classes, 
showmanship classes and many other educational opportunities 
for people and their pets. Mixed breed and purebred dog owners 
alike are welcome to participate in our training classes. Look for 
us on the web at www.rapidcitykennelclub.org. 
  Come downtown for the Great Downtown Pumpkin Festival 
and learn what it takes to be a responsible dog owner. Your best 
friend is counting on you! Á 

By Barb Paur 
Paws Pet Bakery & Mount Rushmore Birds 

7 

http://www.rapidcitykennelclub.org


 

THE GREAT DOWNTOWN PUMPKIN 

FESTIVAL QUILT SHOW 

T he Pumpkin Festival is the perfect opportunity 
for you to see a large collection of marvelous 

quilts made by local 
quilters. At the 
Thimble Cottage Quilt 
Village, you can view a 
variety of fun fall and 
Ha l loween-insp i red 
quilts from September 
30 through October 9. 
Located at 902 Mt. 
Rushmore Road, the 
shop is just a brief 
walk from the 
pumpkin festivities and will be open from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. the day of the festival. Stop in to vote 
for your favorite quilt and enjoy treats, door prizes 
and demos.Á 
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Visit www.downtownrapidcity.com for even more festival information! 


